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Germany was allied with Austria and Russia, and he could
answer for it that Austria would be a friendly neighbour to
Turkey, whilst the present Emperor of Russia was a peace-
loving man, who wished to improve the internal administration
of his own Empire, and had no temptations, like his father, to go
to war with Turkey. General Ignatyev had not influence enough
to alter his Imperial Master's peaceful policy, so that Turkey
had nothing to fear for the present from Russia.

What France might do, no one could foretell, but he believed
that Tunis was as much as she could digest and that her appetite
would not extend to Tripoli.

The Eastern policy of England he believed to be based on the
absolute necessity to keep the road to India free, the earnest
desire to maintain the political status quo in Turkey, in Asia and
in Egypt, and the philanthropic wish to improve the material
condition of the Sultan's subjects. His Majesty had therefore
every reason to confide and rely in the policy of England, whilst
Germany had every reason to support that policy because it was
conducive to the maintenance of peace and order in Europe.

He looked upon the breaking up of the Turkish Empire as so
great a danger to Europe that he was prepared to go to great
lengths to keep it together, at least as long as he lived himself, for
what happened after his death he had no means of controlling;
and as the Turks as a military nation had proved themselves to be
the race best able to keep order among the various nationalities
composing the Empire, he would support the Turkish Govern-
ment for the sake of keeping the Empire together.

In regard to Egypt he also agreed with England, that the
status quo should be maintained, and he thought England right to
resist the interference of any other Power in Egypt, and he held
that England would be justified in going to war to resist any
foreign interference with Egypt, and if ever he should be
consulted about a foreign occupation of Egypt, he would give his
opinion in favour of a Turkish occupation, and would object to
any other but a Turkish garrison for Egypt.

He agreed in all points with the policy of England except in
one, and that was in the philanthropic side of her policy. He
believed that pressure for reforms could be overdone and
actually did more harm than good, because the irritation pro-
duced on the Turkish mind by high foreign pressure manifested
itself by increased procrastination and led to the very result it
was so desirable to obviate.

He could therefore not give his support to a policy of pressure
for reforms and believed that better results could be obtained by